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January. 392 18 07, 

Dr. Williamson requesting his paper (or a copy) on the 
fascinating power of serpents, a copy was ordered to be sent 
to him. 



1807. Jan'y 2. (Short Cloud, Collins, DuPonceau, Col- 
lin, Duffield, Buchanan, Seybert, Williams, Tilghman, Jones, 
James, Barton, Mease, Hewson, Vaughan, Patterson, J. R. 
Smith, Wiley, Wheeler, Peale.) 

Williams and Peale, Judges ; and Vaughan, Clerk. 

ELECTION OP OFFICERS. 

President — Thomas Jefterson. 

Vice-Presidents — Wistar, B. S. Barton, Patterson. 

Secretaries — Seybert, Hewson, J. R. Coxe, James. 

Councillors — Bishop White, Duponceau, Williams, Short. 

Curators — Peale, Hare, J. R. Smith. 

Treasure)' — Vaughan. 

" Ordered that the List be published in two of the news- 
papers, & that notice be given to the President of his re-elec- 
tion." 



1807. Jan'y 16. (Williams in the Chair; Jones, J. B. 
Smith, J. R. Smith, Collins, Vaughan, Cloud, Patterson, 
Allison, Duponceau ; Drs. Counover [sic], Mease, Woodhouse, 
Collin, Moore, Seybert, Duffield, Barton, Fothergill, Wistar.) 

Jefferson's acknowledgment of election reported. 

Donations: From the (Bcon. Soc, Bern., Samml. der 
Schweitz. Ges. Bern, 4 Vols. 1760 and 1761 ; Abh. u. Beob. 
<Ec. Ges. Bern, 17 Vols. 8°, 1762 to 1773 ; Neue Samm. (Ec. 
G. Bern, 3 Vols. 8°, 1779, 1782, 1785 ; Neuste Samm. (Ec. G. 
Bern, Vol. 1, 1796 ; Gellert's Met. Chemistry, 1776 ; James' 
Trans. Theory and Practise of Gardening, 4°, 1712 ; Com- 
pleat Farmer, F°, 1793 ; Ext. U. S. Military Philos. Soc, 
1806; Swammerdam's Hist. Insectorum, F°, 1737; Holme's 
American Annals, 2 Vols.; Hales' Static. Essays, 2 Vols., 



February. Oud 1807. 

1733 ; O'Gallagher's First Principles of Nature, 2 Vols. 8°, 
1786. 

" Petrifactions on the Falls of the Ohio, near Louisville," 
by Jon. Williams, in a letter to Dr. Mease ; referred to Mease, 
Seybert and Cloud. 

Election of two new members : Mahlon Dickerson, Phila- 
delphia; Irene Dupont, of Wilmington, Delaware. 

1807. Feb'y 6. (Patterson ; Fothergill, Mease, Connover, 
Barton, Moore, Seybert, Wistar, Hare, Yaughan.) 

Committee on Williams' Petrifactions, continued. 

" On the importance of a correct Table of Population," 
with a Supplement by Dr. A. Fothergill ; referred to Con- 
nover, Collins and Cloud. 

Head of Arctomys (Maryland Marmot), found in Green 
Briar county, Virginia, sent by Col. J. Stewart per Jeffer- 
son. 

" A cheap method to build Locks for Inland Navigation," 
by Ch. Varle ; referred to Latrobe, Peale and Hewson. 

" An easy method to reduce Calcareous matters into 
Lime," by Ch. Varle ; referred to Hare, Cloud and Mease. 

Model of a machine for spreading Gypsum, invented by 
M. Wikoff, paper Maker, below Chester, exhibited by Mr. 
Peale. 

Auditing Committee : Patterson and Cloud. 

1807. Feb'y 20. (Dallas, Cooper, Short, Jones, J. B. 
Smith, Cloud, Wiley, Vaughan, Mease, Fothergill, Hew- 
son.) 

" On the building stone made use of at Washington, & the 
Sandstone strata near the Potomac," by B. H. Latrobe ; re- 
ferred to Peale, Seybert and Mease. 

Standard measures established by the Committee of 
Weights and Measures of France : description and expla- 
nation, by F. R. Hassler, read by Mr. Vaughan, who said 
" that he considers the above standards as in the offer of the 



March. o94: 18w . 

Society, at any future day at the price at which he paid for 
them." Referred to Patterson, Cloud and Short. 

" On the extreme cold lately observed at Hollowell in the 
Province of Main " [sic], from a letter to Mr. Vaughan ; re- 
ferred to Wiley, Hewson and Mease. 

1807. March 6. (Allison; Vaughan, Wiley, Cloud, J. B. 
Smith, Diekerson, Patterson, Peale, Conover [sic], Fother- 
gill, Seybert, Hewson, Barton. 

Donations : Life of Washington,Vol.Y, and Vol. of plates. 

Letter of thanks ordered to Chev. de Freire for forward- 
ing all the wanting publications of the R. A. Lisbon, via 
Baltimore. 

" Obs. on the Eclipse of June 16, 1806, made at Bowdoin 
Coll, in the District of Maine," by a member of this So- 
ciety ; in a letter to Mr. Vaughan ; referred to Patterson 
and Clay, with power to print in the volume now in press. 

Mr. Vaughan reported the purchase for $12, of 6 Vols. 
Gazette de Guatemala (1797-1802); and one Vol. Voyage of 
the Schooners Sutil and Mexicana to explore the Straits of 
Fuca. 

Jefferson wrote " that he had adopted measures at his own 
expense to procure for the Society such of the bones of the 
Mammoth as should be particularly stated to him as being 
wanted." Mr. Vaughan explained that Dr. Wistar had re- 
turned to the President " a particular account of such bones." 
Dr. Goforth's letter to Jefferson was enclosed. Thanks to 
Jefferson ordered. 

"On the Yellow Fever," by Dr. Thornton, came with 
Jefferson's letter, and was referred to Wistar, Hewson and 
James. 

1807. March 20. (Barton ; Connover, Hewson, Seybert, 
James, Shippen, Fothergill, Mease, Wistar, Collin, Peale, 
Du Ponceau, Dickerson, Vaughan, Cloud, Patterson, Hare, 
Nichols, J. B. Smith.) 



April. 395 18OT< 

Report of Committee on Fothergill's " Correct Table of 
Population, that it is advisable not to publish the same," 
adopted. 

Report of Committee on Varle's "Canal Locks," laid 
over. 

Report of Committee on Latrobe's " Building Stones," 
that it be worthy of publication in the Transactions. 
Adopted. 

Donations: [A long list of pub. R. A. Lisbon.] ; Carey's 
Sanscrit grammar 4°, from the author ; Retrospect of ... . 
discoveries 8°, from Allison ; " The Apparatus meant to 
accompany 3d ed. Guyton Morveau's Treat. Disinfect. 
Air" (see Minutes of November), received from U. S. Con- 
sul Kuhn, at Genoa, per Jefferson; Chinese Almanac; 
15 detailed maps of Switzerland [list given], from F. R. 
Hassler, with Simler's History Switzerland, Zurich, 1722. 

"Recherches sur PAsterie des Anciens &c," par Caire- 
Morand ; referred to Vaughan, Seybert and Dickerson. 

"Obs. relative to the bills of mortality of Phila. & N. 
York," by the Chev. de Foronda; read and referred to 
Vaughan, Duponceau and James. 

1807. April 3. (Barton ; Nichols, Peale, Yaughan, Alli- 
son, Fothergill, Hewson, James.) 

Missionary "W. Carey's letter from Calcutta, dated Octo- 
ber 15, 1806, gave information that Dr. Roxborough had 
sent the Sanscrit grammar presented at the last meeting. 

Donations : Larteyrie's " BStes a laine," 8° ; Hist, de 
Intro, des Moutons, 8°, 1802 ; Colleccion .... R. A. Esp. 
Madrid, 1799, 12mo ; Engraved portrait of L. Euler from 
the picture in the Pub. Library at Basil ; Simpson's Hierog. 
Animal. Terr. Yol. 4°, 1622; Complete Herbal, 12mo, 2d 
edition, London, 1707; Madan's letters to Priestley, 12mo, 
London, 1787; Reports Humane Society, 1 Yol., 1799- 
1806 ; Pamphlets ; U. S., 1775 '76, 2 Yols. ; St. Pierre's Bo- 
tan. Harmony, 1797. 



April— May. Ovb 180 7, 

Further accounts of the cold at Hallowell ; read and re- 
ferred to Wiley, Mease and Hewson. 

" Memoranda concerning some vegetable Muscipula," by 
Dr. Barton, read. 



1807. April 17. (Barton; Dickerson, Wylie, Cloud, 
Lewis, Vaughan, Ferrer, Hare, Patterson, Nichols, Peale, 
Fothergill, Conover [sic], Woodhouse, Hewson, Collin, Duf- 
field, Mease, James.) 

Report of Committee on Cold at Hallowell; read and 
adopted. 

Donations: Med. Mus., Vol. Ill; Flora Batava, Nos. 17 
to 26, with letter from Wenkebach, Sec. gen. Min. Int. Hol- 
land, La Haye, Sept. 12, 1806 ; Lafon's Map of the Territory 
of New Orleans, &c. 

Supplement to Ferrer's Eclipse Observations, 16 June, 
compared with observations at Madrid and Paris; referred 
to Patterson and Clay. 

Obs. on the Analogy of Spanish and English, referred 
(for translating from the Spanish) to Duponceau and 
Vaughan. 

Election of six new members; Nath. Chapman, M.D., 
Philadelphia ; J. McDowell, Prov. University, Pa. ; Ferd 
Rud. Hassler, Mathematical Professor Military School at 
West Point ; Geo. Izard, of Pennsylvania ; J. Eric Fors- 
trom, of St. Bartholomew ; Jas. Gibson, of Philadelphia. 

1807. May 1. (Barton ; Ferrer, Hassler, J. B. Smith, 
Gibson, Duponceau, J. R. Smith, Allison, Short, Vaughan, 
Nichols, Drs. Fothergill, Conover, Chapman, Hewson, 
James.) 

Donations: Parkes' Chemical Catechism; ColleccaS dos 
prin. Auc. (Brito) R. A., Lisbon, 1806, 4 Vols., 8°; Trans. 
S., N. Y., Promoting Agriculture, Part 2d, 4°, 1794. 

Hassler's letter, acknowledging election, read. 



May— June. <j9* 1807. 

List of names and residences of foreign members to be re- 
ported by Barton, Vaughan and Hewson. 

"Resolved, That the Disinfecting Apparatus accompanying Guyton 
Morveau's Work be placed in the Hands of the Board of Health for the 
purpose mentioned in the Report of the Committee of Dec. 5, 1806. " 



1807. May 15. (Barton; Patterson, Gibson, "Williams, 
Sbort, J. B. Smith, J. R. Smith, Vaughan, Drs. Chapman, 
Fothergill, Wistar, Hewson.) 

Report of Committee on Ferrer's Eclipse in favor of pub- 
lication adopted. 

Report of Committee on Caire-Morand's Memoir against 
its publication adopted. 

Committee on List of Foreign Members continued. 

Donations : Conglomeration of shells from the high hills of 
Santee, with a letter from Mrs. Kinloch, Weehaw [sic], South 
Carolina ; Cold and Silver ore from South America ; Rep- 
resentation of the late Eclipse, in oils, by E. Ames, of 
Albany, with letter from S. Dewit. Thanks ordered. 

"On the Sun's Eclipse, observed at Albany, June 16, 
1806," by S. De Wit [sic] ; read and referred to Patterson, 
Clay and Ferrer. 

Two copies of Foronda's several communications to the 
Society, in Spanish, presented by the author. 

1807. June 17. (Patterson ; J. B. Smith, Lewis, Peale, 
Short, Cloud, Collins, Yaughan, J. R. Smith, Dickerson, 
Nichols, Marquis de la casa Yrugo [sie], Wistar, Barton, 
Fothergill, Chapman, Hewson.) 

Donations : Fabbroni's Bibl. Lettera, Modena, F° ; A. 
Argoli Ephem. 1641-1700, 3 Vols., 4° ; Cottineau's Geog. 
Comp., 2 Vols., 12° ; J. H. Alstedii Encyclo.,Vols. I and IV, 
F°, 1630 ; Iron medallion of bust of Franklin ; Economica, 
8°, 1806. 

" New Theory of the Tides," by Ross Cuthbert, Lower 
Canada ; read and referred to Collins, Clay and J. R. Smith. 



July— Aug. "98 1807. 

"On Light," by B. Schultz; referred to Wistar, J. R. 
Smith and Chapman. 

Izard's letter of acknowledgment read. Specimens of Nat- 
ural History from the cabinet lent to Captain Lewis. 

Mr. Peale, by permission, withdrew his paper on the An- 
telope, because Captain Lewis would publish a fuller des- 
cription in his book. 

1807. July 17. (Barton; Vaughan, Dickerson, Patter- 
son, Izard, ,T. Pinckney, Lewis, "Wiley, J. B. Smith, J. R. 
Smith, Peale, McDowal [sic'], Fothergill, Mease, Hewson, 
James, Wistar, Coxe.) 

Donations : Transactions Dublin Society, 5 Vols., 1800- 
1806, and Catalogue of Plants, Botanical Garden; Bent- 
ham's Panoptikon. 

Dr. Mease offers any specimens from a collection of min- 
erals sent to him by Mr. Donald Stewart, required to com- 
plete the cabinet. Referred to Seybert, Mease and Coxe. 

Le Chev. de Hogelmuller of Vienna's letter to Jefferson, 
requesting questions deemed useful objects of inquiry in his 
proposed scientific journey. Referred to Wiley, Seybert and 
Collin for immediate attention. 

Report of Committee on Schultz's paper on Light, was 
accepted. 

1807. Aug. 21. (Barton; Wiley, Collins, Vaughan, 
Briggs, Collin, Hewson.) 

Report of Committee on Fothergill's paper on the dan- 
gerous effects of lying on damp ground, read and accepted. 

" A letter was received from Mess™- Dallas and Clymer, 
a committee from the University, accompanying Cheva- 
lier Hogel Muller's proposition to the friends of the 
Sciences & Arts. The Secretary is directed to acknowl- 
edge the receipt of the same and to express the thanks 
of the Society to the University for this mark of their 
attention and to mention that the Society had already 



September. Ovu 18OT. 

received similar propositions from the Chevalier on which 
the order of the Society had been taken. 1 " 

Dr. Barton added to the Committee on the questions pro- 
pounded by the Chevalier. Juan Manuel de Ferrer sends from 
Vera Cruz a box of minerals and 63 Vols, and 4 Nos. of the 
Journal de Physique, to April, 1807, accompanied by a letter 
stating that he had continued the subscription to the same 
as a donation to the Society. 

Donations received: Pit coal from Rob. H. Rose; Me- 
moires sur dift'erents sujets, from the author, Dupont de Ne- 
mours ; Discourse on the desiderata in Nat. Hist., from the 
author, Dr. B. S. Barton. 

A paper offered for the Extra Magellanic Premium, a de- 
scription and use of a new and simple nautical chart for the 
working different problems in navigation, was received and 
referred to the Board of Officers. 



1807. Sept. 18. (Patterson ; Duponceau, J. B. Smith, J. 
R. Smith, Mahlon Dickerson, Vaughan, Collins, Clay, Jas. 
Gibson, Nichols ; Drs. Barton, Collin, Fothergill, Conover, 
Seybert, Chapman, Hewson, James, Cathrall, Wistar.) 

Report of the Board of Officers on the communication for 
the Extra Magellanic Premium offered at the last meeting 
was read, and ordered to be considered at the second stated 
meeting in October. 

Donations : From Rev. D. B. Warden, of Paris, Secretary 
to the American Legation, Dissertations de Maxime de 
Tyr, par Coombes-Dunois, 2 Vols., 8°, Paris, 1802 ; Lastey- 
ries' trans, of Berchtold's Essai, 2 Vols., 8°, 1797 ; Traite sur 
les BStes a laine, 8°, 1799 and Ilist. de l'Int. &c, 1802 ; Lip- 
pi's Promotion des Sciences ; and Warden's trans, of Cuvier's 
Eul. of Priestley ; Cat. Phil. Lib. Co. ; Cat. Lib. Writers to 
his Majesty's Signet, 4°, 1806, from W. Patterson, of Edin- 
burgh, per Jno. Lung, to whom, boing present, thanks were 
presented. 

"Excursion to the White Hills," by D r - Shattuck of 



October. 400 1807. 

Boston, in a letter to Barton ; read and referred to Collins, 
Seybert and Chapman. 

W. Loughton Smith, requested by letter that the books 
and engravings deposited by his brother November 2, 1804, 
be delivered up for placing in the Acad, of Arts. So ordered. 

1807. Oct. 2. (Patterson ; Peale, Dickerson, Vaughan, 
Fothergill, Barton, Hewson.) 

Librarian reported Jos. Smith's engravings, &c, returned 
to his brother. 

Auditing Committee reported £11 •• 7 •• 6, general fund; 
£121 "8-1 Magellanic Fund ; £11 - 10 •• 11 Ritteuhouse 
Fund = £144 -6 -6. 

Donations: Halley's Ast. Tables, 4°, 1752 ; Stat. Obs. Co., 
Kilkenny, 1800-1802, 8°. 

Stockler's acknowledgment of election, read. 

Drawing of a fire escape, with description and motto 
" The first law of nature self preservation," offered for Ma- 
gellanic Premium ; referred to Board of Officers. 

Warden's letter, Paris, May 20, read. 

1807. Oct. 16. (Patterson ; Clay, Dupont, Cloud, Peale, 
Vaughan, Gibson, Jonathan B. Smith, John R. Smith, 
Dickerson; Connover [sic], Fothergill, Barton, Mease, 
James, Chapman, Collin, Wistar, Seybert, McDowell [sic], 
Hewson.) 

Donations : Trans. I. A., St. Petersburg, Vol. XV ; Phil. 
Trans. R. S., 1805, ii, 1806 ; Trans. Hort. S., Vol. I, i ; Cat- 
teau's Tab. des Etats Danois, 3 Vols., 8°, and separately 
bound map, Paris, 1801. 

Essay for Ex. Mag. Premium ("J. New simple Nautical 
Chart") determined by ballot to be worthy, & awarded " $45, 
or a medal of the value thereof to the author, M r - John 
Garnet of New Brunswick N. J." 

Election of two new members : Archibald Bruce, M.D., 
Prof. Min. Un. N. Y. ; Ch. Philibert De l'Asteyrie, of Paris. 



November. 401 1807. 

1807. Nov. 6. (Barton; Collins, Peale, Dickerson, 
Vaughan, Cloud, the Marquis d'Yroji [sic], Fothergill, 
Mease, James, Chapoiau, Hewson.) 

Donations : Playfair's Euclid, 1806 ; Select Speeches with 
Remarks, by Dr. Chapman, Vols. Ill, IV ; Gram. Lat. Tamu- 
licaand sundry small books ; Blackstone's Com., 4 Vols., 4°, 
1766 ; Dickinson's Defense, 4th ed., Lond., 1806 ; Dr. Crea- 
sie's Extr. case of Jos. Lockyer, existing on water three 
weeks, Bath, 1806 ; An. Rt. R. Humane S. ; a Fragment of 
basaltic rock from the Falls of Passaic, presented by Dr. 
Fothergill. 

Letter from Dr. Sam. Brown, New Orleans, forwarding 
minerals from Mexico. 

"Analysis of Longevity," by "W". Tatham, Norfolk, Vir- 
ginia ; referred to Peale, Collins and Chapman. 

" On the stones found near "Washington," by Mr. Q-odon ; 
referred to Barton, Seybert and Dickerson. 

Society "acquiesced in Dr. Fothergill's request to with- 
draw certain communications." 

Peale and Hewson added to the Committee for putting 
up the Asiatic Elephant Skeleton ; expenses to be repaid. 

1807. Nov. 20. (Patterson ; Dickerson, Vaughan, Peale, 
Nichols, Duponceau ; Barton, McDowel [sic], James, Mease, 
Seybert, Connover, Wistar, Hewson.) 

Report of Committee that Qaudon's [sic'] paper was 
worthy of publication, adopted. 

Board of Officers reported that the Fire Escape paper 
"contains a very ingenious principle already applied .... 
in a model in possession of the Society, in a manner more 
simple, safe & convenient." 

Board of Officers recommend the Society to rescind the re- 
solve of June 28, 1802, to print 500 copies Catalogue 
Library, and direct the Librarian to prepare a written 
Catalogue. So ordered, and expenses to be defrayed by the 
Society. 

PBOC AMBR, PHJI,QS. SOC. I, XXvi. PRINTED MAT 3, 1884. 



Dec— Jan. 40<» 1807—1808. 

Garnet's Nautical Chart ordered printed in current Vol- 
ume of Transactions. 

Librarian authorized to sell Rozier's Jour, de Physique at 
cost and charges. 

1807. Dec. 4. (Wistar ; J. P. Smith, J. B. Smith, Col- 
lins, Patterson, Duponceau, Nichols, Vaughan, Peale ; Bar- 
ton, Mease, Connover, McDowel, Hewson.) 

Report of Committee on Tatham's paper adopted. 

Donations : Trans. Linn. S., VIII ; Phil. Trans. R. S., 
1786, ii, 1787 ; Box of Silver Ores, &c., from Mexican mines 
(see Sam. Brown's letter, November 6) ; Archseologia, XV, 
with nine detached plates. 

" The Function of Absorption in certain . . Amphibia," 
by Dr. Barton; referred to Hewson, Conover and "Wistar. 

Gillespie's paper on " Insects found in the ear of a Child," 
returned at the author's request. 

1807. Dec. 18. (Barton; Marquis d'lrujo [sic], Wiley, 
Duponceau, J. B. Smith, Patterson, Nichols, Dickerson, La- 
trobe, Vaughan, Buchannan [sic], Chapman, Wistar, Hew- 
son.) 

Donation : Bronze medal in honor of Commodore Preb- 
ble. 

Magellanic Premium: Board of Officers reported, and So- 
ciety resolved that the papers on the Precession of the 
Equinox (" Julius"), and on a Fire Escape (" The first law of 
nature, &c.") were not worthy of the Premium. 

Committee on White Mountain paper requested to report. 

1808. Jan. 1. Between 2 and 5 p. m. (Seybert, Dickerson, 
Mease, Vaughan, Peale, Collins, Chapman, Patterson,Cloud, 
Conover.) 

Seybert, Mease and Dickerson, Judges ; Vaughan, Secre- 
tary. 



